Two Ordinary Children Chapter Summaries

I. We meet Marie and Kennedy, two American children living with their parents in China.  They awaken in the middle of the night to find cats in their rooms.  They follow the cats to the elevator, which takes them below the first floor. [What is the primary character archetype? What are they leaving behind? More establishing shot]

II. The doors open on a forest.  A beautiful woman is waiting for them, but becomes angry when she sees them.  She magically wraps them in silk and hits Marie.  Marie kicks her, and Kennedy bites her.  A mysterious man appears and fights off the woman.  He is a monkey.

III. The children learn that their savior is Sun Wukung, the Monkey King.  He unties them.  Kennedy removes a finger bone from his mouth.  The beautiful woman was actually the Bone Demon in disguise.  General Chu Pa Chieh, a man with a pig’s head, arrives with the cats.  The two cats, Mao Murong and Mao Meigao, belong to Han Ao Ming, the woman that the Bone Demon was pretending to be.  They found Wukung when they realized that the woman was not their mistress.  Wukung says that he will help the children return home.  

IV. The children can now understand the cats.  The groups makes their plans to rescue the real princess, defeat the Bone Demon and return the children to their home.  He plucks hair from his chin and turns it into clothing for the children.  General Pig wants to eat the feast that the Bone Demon had left.  They convince him that it is probably poison.  The group leaves the clearing together in search of Ao Ming’s palace.  

V. The sun comes up as they are walking through the forest and the children realize that their parents will be very worried about them. [Move this struggle to Act I OR later but it needs to have instigating incident that cause them to change their minds]  They ask Wukung if they can just go home and let him find the Ao Ming alone.  He tells them that the Bone Demon will come after them because Kennedy had bitten his finger off.  In the middle of the day, they smell food cooking.  Pa Chieh leads the way to a small hut where an old man is cooking dinner.  Monkey King attacks the old man with no warning.

VI. Pa Chieh and the children try to stop him, but it is no use.  Pa Chieh winds up with a cloth over his head so does not see the old man become the Bone Demon and almost gain the upper hand.  The Demon tries to turn Marie into a snake.  Kenny trips him and in the process gains the Bone Demon’s foot.  Monkey King chases the Bone Demon away.  The spell on Marie stops when the Demon leaves.  Wukung adds the foot to his collection.  They can’t find Murong.

VII. Murong had fled up a juniper tree when the fighting began.  He can’t get down, so Wukung goes to rescue him.  While at the top of the tree, Murong is able to point out the palace of Ao Ming.  Pa Chieh again protests that they must be fed.  Wukung concedes and points out a starfruit tree. He tells them to eat while he and Meigao do something else.  Kennedy accidentally makes Marie cry about the snake thing.  They reconcile.  They eat the fruit. Wukung comes out of house with old man.

VIII. The old man had been bound and hidden by the demon.  Wukung had released him.  Wukung confesses that he had been afraid the old man would be dead, which is why he didn’t want the children to go with him while he looked.  The old man, Ma Liang is a painter.  (folktale about painter who paints real things, this is his descendant whose paintings move and show what is real) As a measure of his gratitude he gives them a magic scroll so they can see their parents.  Their parents are sick with worry.  The journey resumes with flight. [Need the kids to ground reader to reality. Special skill and flaw. Maybe one worried and one excited.]

IX. As they approach the palace, the Demon’s minions fly out to meet them.  Pa Chieh can’t hold so many off.  Wukung can’t help because of the children on his staff. The demonettes strike hard.  Both children fall and the Monkey King shouts for Pa Chieh and just barely catches Marie.  They tumble through the trees, Wukung twists to have Marie land on top of him, but is knocked out.

X. Kennedy fell the other way and Demon catches him.  Meigao is on the Demon’s back.  Takes him to palace to the Bone Demon. Demon gets scroll of his parents and baby.  Meets Princess.

XI. Marie gets a forest spirit to help Wukung.  Introspective time with Marie.  (Cheating: Wukung's staff is on him and Marie can't get it off. The forest spirit is a talking rock and a match-maker.)

XII. Meets Princess.  Meigao enters.  Ao Ming discovers answer to why Kennedy has power over the demon.

XIII. Marie exchanges her name for Wukung’s healing.  She and Wukung make their way through the forest to the mountain. 

XIV. They make plans to send Meigao to tell Wukung where they are.  Meigao climbs out window.  Then Demon comes to take Kennedy away.  Mentions something that cues them that he has a sense of where his bones are.  Kennedy tries to make a break for it.

XV. Meigao finds the Girl and Wukung.  Tells them that Kennedy had been captured. She leads them to the palace.  Murong and Pa Chieh are waiting for them.  Reunion.  Murong had jumped from Demon to tree and Pa Chieh plucked him from the tree-top.  They use scroll and see Demon talking with minions.

XVI. The group is running through palace.  Find Kennedy.  He escaped and offers to lead them to Ao Ming.

XVII. They arrive at Ao Ming’s room and are reunited.  Ao Ming tells them that Demon can tell where they are because of the bones.  Wukung starts to destroy them, but it causes Kennedy horrible pain.  Wukung recriminates himself for not being able to protect them and Kennedy points out that their continued absence is liable to cause an international incident and suggests that Ao Ming take them home while Wukung and Pa Chieh battle Demon.  Wukung agrees reluctantly feeling awful that he had been unable to protect them. 

XVIII. Ao Ming uses the sandalwood fan to return them to their home. Their parents are frantic with worry.  They threaten to ground them for life.  Ao Ming tells them much of the truth.  Kids sent to room.  Night falls.  

XIX. Wukung and Pa Chieh burst into Demon’s inner sanctum and find Kennedy!  Look in scroll, see Demon in the apartment.

XX. Fly to apartment.  Battle there.  The demon escapes with Princess & baby in tow.  The Princess, thinking quickly, tosses a thread or watersleeve to Wukung.  Using the thread they are able to fly after them and track the Demon to his lair.  OR Kennedy uses tea-leaves to figure out where they’ve gone.

XXI. The WBone Demon keeps the bronze pot on a high shelf in his lair.  During the battle, the Monkey King and the Bone Demon are fighting to a draw.  The White Bone Demon knocks the Golden Cudgel out of Wukung’s hands.  Kennedy tosses it back to Wukung, but it hits the WBone Demon and he flies into separate pieces, but immediately reassembles.  Wukung flips over to stand in front of Kennedy, and asks him to hold the back of the cudgel but to stay behind Wukung.  Wukung hits the WBone Demon again, but since they are in the WBone Demon lair, the seat of his power, the same thing happens.  Again MK deals a mighty blow, so that the WBone Demon’s head lands at Marie’s feet.  She picks it up and the rest of his body reassembles without the head.  The headless body starts towards her, so she shoots it like a basketball and scores!  When the head lands in the pot the rest of the WBone Demon collapses into pieces.

XXII. A quick stop to regain Marie’s name. [Too easy?] Again returned home.  Funny scene trying to explain everything.  Pa Chieh introduced to Pizza.  Happily ever after.

Marie ran to Kennedy and grabbed him in a hug, for the moment not worrying about cooties.  

He squirmed in her arms and shrugged her away.  “I’m fine.  Leggo.”

